
September 28, 2007: Rodriguez & Texas Congressional Delegation to Perry: Call President Bush Now to Sign SCHIP Bill

  

  (Washington, D.C.) - In the face of President Bush's veto threat of the State Children's Health
Insurance Program (SCHIP) legislation approved by Congress, Congressman Ciro D.
Rodriguez (TX-23), joined by several of his Texas congressional colleagues, sent an urgent
letter to Governor Perry asking him to &quot;call on the President and urge him to drop his
ill-conceived veto threat.&quot; 
  
  &quot;It is appalling that the President would put at risk the health of almost a million children
in Texas to score partisan points in Washington,&quot; said Congressman Ciro Rodriguez. 
&quot;We have come together as members of the Texas Congressional delegation to urge
Governor Perry to call President Bush today to ask him to sign this crucial legislation for
children's health care.  Texas children would be the second largest beneficiaries from this bill -
ensuring that an additional 440,000 uninsured kids would have access to health care. 
Congress has done its job in passing a responsible bill to secure health care for our children. 
The ball is now in the President's court -- he should sign this bill now and do right by our
children.&quot;
  
  Quick stats on the children's health care crisis in Texas:
  
  

     
    -  As of February 2007, 325,479 Texas children are enrolled in CHIP, down from 529, 211 in
2002;    
    -  An estimated 700,000 Texas children are uninsured yet are eligible for CHIP or Medicaid;
Texas has 1.4 million uninsured children total;    
    -  The SCHIP legislation the President is threatening to veto would provide funding for Texas
to insure an additional 440,000 children;    
    -  In general, Over 5.5 million (U.S. Census, 2005) people in Texas are uninsured, the
second largest number of uninsured per state in the country.   

  

  
  The letter to Governor Perry is signed by members of the Texas Congressional delegation who
supported SCHIP this week.  A copy of the delegation letter text is posted below.    

  

  Congressman Rodriguez serves as a Member of the House Committee on Appropriations.  

  

  # # #
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September 28, 2007: Rodriguez & Texas Congressional Delegation to Perry: Call President Bush Now to Sign SCHIP Bill

   
  September 28, 2007
  
  Dear Governor Perry,
  
              As Members of Congress from Texas who voted in favor of the reauthorization of the
SCHIP program, we urge you, in the strongest possible terms, to contact President Bush to ask
him to drop his veto threat and sign H.R. 976, the Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP)
Reauthorization Act of 2007.
  
  H.R. 976 is bipartisan legislation which renews and improves the CHIP, investing an additional
$35 billion over five years to provide health care coverage for more than 10 million children -
preserving coverage for all 6.6 million children currently covered by CHIP and extending
coverage to 3.8 million children who are currently uninsured, according to the nonpartisan
Congressional Budget Office.  It also provides incentives for states to lower the rate of
uninsured children by enrolling eligible children in CHIP and Medicaid, including providing
bonus payments.  States will receive state-based allotments that are responsive to state
demographic and national spending trends.  States that face a funding shortfall and meet
enrollment goals will receive an adjustment payment to ensure that no child who is eligible for
Medicaid or CHIP is denied coverage or placed on a waiting list.  
  
  As you well know, Texas has the unenviable distinction of being the state with the highest
number of uninsured individuals.  For the past ten years CHIP has allowed the state to cover
many of the children who fall into this category.  As of February of this year 325,479 Texas
children were enrolled in CHIP.  However, that is more than 200,000 fewer children than were
enrolled five years ago.  Due to increased healthcare costs and the rising population of children,
flat funding levels for CHIP will force states to drop even more children from the rolls.  With
more than 1.4 million uninsured children in Texas our state should be opening up this program
to more children, rather than closing it off to some who are already participating. H.R. 976 will
provide Texas with the resources to cover 440,000 additional children through CHIP.  That is a
significant portion of the uninsured children in Texas and it is unconscionable that President
Bush, a Texan himself, would even consider vetoing this important legislation.
  
  Congress passed the reauthorization of SCHIP by a broad, bipartisan margin in both houses. 
Despite this, the President continues his stubborn insistence on vetoing this crucial legislation. 
As a Republican Governor you are in a unique position to call on the President and urge him to
drop his ill-conceived veto threat.  
  
  The time to do so is now.
             
  Sincerely,
  
  Ciro D. Rodriguez
  Member of Congress
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